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 ABSTRACT 

 

This study is  the first and  new record  to the spider 

Scytodes univittata Simon, 1882  (Araneae:Scytodidae)in Baghdad 

/Iraq , the spiders Scytodes univittata  were collected from province 

Baghdad in Iraq , genus Scytodes belong to the  family Scytodidae  it 

is one of the most family are wide  distribution around the world 

have 6 eyes and are slow moving  , the genus Scytodes are known 

from the names spitting spiders ,.Female Scytodes univittata   can be 

characteristic by :large round cephalothorax length:4.45 mm , 

abdomen length 3.50, total body length  7.95 mm and V-shaped of  

fovea, scutela triangle and large  with long  thin legs femur I have 

two row of spines then  spineless are in IV femur , coloration  is 

yellow or white brown with darker  spot  in upper side of carapace 

and abdomen. 

KEY WORDS:  

Family Scytodidae , First 

record ,Iraq,  Spitting spider 

 

 

 

Received:              28/01/2024 

Revision :             01/04/2024 

Proofreading:      10/05/2024 
Accepted:             30/05/2024 
Available online: 30/06/2024 

 

 

 

 
© 2024.This is an open access  article 

under the CC by licenses 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0 
 

 

 

  

TJAS 
Tikrit Journal for 

Agricultural 
Sciences 

 

Tikrit Journal for Agricultural Sciences (2024) 24 (2): 72-80 

DOI: https://doi.org/10.25130/tjas.24.2.6 

http://www.tjas.org/
mailto:tjas@tu.edu.iq
mailto:zeina.n.n@ihcoedu.uobaghdad.edu.iq
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
mailto:0000-0003-3603-9380


Al-Azawi,   Tikrit Journal for Agricultural Sciences (2024) 24 (2):72-80 

73 

 

 ( في بغداد، العراق العناكب : الباصقة)  Scytodes univittata  أول تسجل لعنكبوت

 
 زينة العزاوي

  قسم علوم الحياة، كلية التربية للعلوم الصرفة )ابن الهيثم(، جامعة بغداد، بغداد، العراقال

 

 الخلاصة

لعنكبوت وجديد  تسجيل اول هذه الدراسة هي Scytodes univittata Simon ،1882 (العناكب : الباصقة(  

ينتمي   Scytodesجنس   تم جمعها من محافظة بغداد في العراق،    Scytodes univittataعناكب   ،العراق،  /بغداد في 

يعرف باسم  Scytodesجنس  وبطيئة الحركة  اعين ولها ستة  في العالموهي من اكثر العوائل انتشارا  Scytodidae  لعائلة

والكبيرة  المنطقة الرأسية الصدرية المستديرةيمكن ان تشخص من خلال    Scytodes univittataانثى  العناكب الباصقة

من النقرة ، الدريع  مثلث  Vوشكل  ملم 7.95ملم،واجمالي طول الجسم  3.50ملم ،وطول المنطقة البطنية  4.45  بطول 

الفخذ  قطعةفي  شويكاتوجود  معصفين من الأشواك  تحتويالفخذ في الرجل الاولى  قطعةوكبير مع أرجل رفيعة طويلة 

 .اللون أصفر أو بني أبيض مع بقعة داكنة في الجانب العلوي من الدرع والبطن للرجل الرابعة

  عناكب الباصقة ، السجل الأول ، العراق ،  عنكبوت البصقالعائلة الكلمات الافتتاحية: 

INTROUCTION 

           Family Scytodidae commonly known as Spitting Spiders and  slow moving therefore  have 

silk glands in the chelicerae, silk and a gluey substance to capturing prey ,( Foelix, 2011; Stefan 

,2020).Thefamily are  world  distribution in: Egypt, Iran , Turkmenistan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkey, 

Jordan ,southern USA and northern and central South America ,Spain and India  ( Ghavami, 2006 

; Rheims .et.al.2006;  Nentwig,et.al.2013; Recep ,et.al.2013;Carrillo and  Ferrández, 2014; 

Bosmans,et.al.2019; Zamani ,et.al.2022) it is a nocturnal spiders found in tropical and subtropical 

areas and  sometimes live near the humans, species Scytodes univittata belongs to the genus 

Scytodes it includes 163 species found in all regions ,Scytodes are hunting spiders  and They are 

insectivores when living indoors but mostly eat other insects and arthropods like  moths and other 

spiders, (Platnick,2005; Rashwan,et.al.2021 ).  

Coloration is pale yellow to brown carapace with dark spots abdomen broad oval and have 

six small eyes and three tarsal claws, legs long and slender. Even the spider fauna in Iraq are 

limited Therefore the present study was to record the spider Scytodes univittata for first time in 

Iraq.   
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MATERIAL AND METHODS 

          Specimens were collected by hand in the night when this spider are appear  from Hay  Al-

Jihad in western  Baghdad / Iraq located Hay  Al-Jihad distance are 13 km west of Baghdad ( 

21.5′16°33″N 59.98′17°44″E)  in  store of house under the boxes during the month of  April, 

June and October 2023.The specimens were preserved in 70% ethyl alcohol in 20 ml glass tube 

then examined under the  dissecting microscope(20x) and compound microscope(10x)  and take 

pictures by using camera with resolution of 10 pixel  , as the same time specimens were  

Identification by using morphological characteristics according to several   diagnostic keys,( 

Platnick,2005 ; Branco,et.al,2019; Al-Azawi,2020; WSC ,2023(. 

 

RESULTS AND DISSCUSION 

Specimens were collected by hand in the night when this spider are appear  from Hay  Al-

Jihad in western  Baghdad / Iraq located Hay  Al-Jihad distance are 13 km west of Baghdad ( 

21.5′16°33″N 59.98′17°44″E)  in  store of house under the boxes during the month of  April, June 

and October 2023.The specimens were preserved in 70% ethyl alcohol in 20 ml glass tube then 

examined under the  dissecting microscope(20x) and compound microscope(10x)  and take 

pictures by using camera with resolution of 10 pixel  , as the same time specimens were  

Identification by using morphological characteristics according to several   diagnostic keys,( 

Platnick,2005 ; Branco,et.al,2019; Al-Azawi,2020; WSC ,2023).  

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Kingdom: Animalia 

Phylum: Arthropoda 

Class: Arachnida 

Order: Araneae 

Suborder: Araneomorphae 

Family: Scytodidae Blackwall, 1864   

Genus: Scytodes 

Species:  univittata  Simon, 1882 (Platnick,2005 ). 
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Identification    

The synonym are based by the coloration pattern of the abdomen, with six transverse 

interrupted bands.Variation: Three females found in store of the house under the boxes and total 

body length 7.95 mm. (Figure 1, 2). Scytodes univittata Simon, 1882, (Figure 3,4). Have six eyes 

and are slow moving large round cephalothorax length: 4.45 mm, Chelicerae have subapical 

hyaline, abdomen length 3.50, abdomen long rounded covered by large tiny hairs. total body 

length 7.95 mm and V-shaped of fovea, scutela triangle (Figure 5, 6) and large with long thin 

legs, femur I have two row of spines then spineless are in IV femur Legs long (Figure 7, 8), and 

take measurements (Table 1), coloration is yellow or white brown with darker spot in upper side 

of carapace or six dark longitudinal bands and in the abdomen have dark transverse bands (Levi 

and Levi,2001; Al-Azawi, 2023; Ahmed and Rashwan,2024) Copulatory organs of females 

Scytodes univittata (Figure 9,10) have in the both sides the epigastrum fold and postgastrum and 

a pair of sulci and under parmula and female genitalia with v-shaped foveae and   curved, deep 

positioning ridges .(Brescovit and Rheims, 2000;Suter and Stratton ,2005; Trotta ,2017).  

Table (1): Legs measurements to Female  Scytodes univittata 

Segments 

 

Number 

of legs 

Femur Patella Tibia Metatarsus Tarsus 
Total 

length 

leg I 4.25 mm 0.95mm 6. 50mm 8.90mm 0.75mm 21.35mm 

Leg II  5.55mm 1.10mm 4.95mm 7.15mm 0.65mm 19.04mm 

Leg III 3.95mm 0.50mm 3.05mm 4.45mm 1.15mm 13.01mm 

Leg IV 5.05mm 1.10mm 7.49mm 6.85mm 1.15mm 21.64mm 
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Figure (1): Dorsal side in female Scytodes univittata   

(100x) 

Figure (2): Ventral side in female Scytodes univittata 

(100x) 

  

Figure (3): Cephalothorax in female Scytodes 

univittata   (200x) 

Figure (4): Coxosternal region in female Scytodes 

univittata (200x) 

  

Figure (5): Eyes arrangements in female Scytodes 

univittata   (400x) 

Figure (6): Chelicerae in female Scytodes univittata  

(400x) 
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Figure (7):First and second Legs in female Scytodes   

univittata  (400x) 

Figure (8): Third and fourth legs in female Scytodes   

univittata (400x) 

 

Figure (9): Upper view to Epigynum in female Scytodes univittata (400x)                               
 

          
Figure  (10):Ventral view Sulci and parmula  in female Scytodes univittata (400x)               

CONCLUSION 

The present study is first records to the Spider Scytodes univittata(Araneae:Scytodidae)in 

Baghdad /Iraq  Scytodes is represented in Iran by six species (Zamani , 2014; Zamani,et.al.2022) 

,the distribution in some adjacent and nearby countries like Turkey have  three species(Bayram 

,et.al.2013) Central Europe have two species and Russia and its adjacent countries have four 

species represents a rather rich fauna of spitting spiders (Brignoli,1976;Brescovit and  Rheims. 

   epigastrum 

postgastrum 

parmula 

 

sulci 

parmula 
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2001). Some Scytodes species are found near human dwellings and considered synanthropic. like 

Scytodes fusca  and Scytode  longipes. But this species are found inside the home this species is 

rarely found in gardens and house surrounding females can live for a period exceeding two years. 

Spitting spider doesn’t make web, but stalks its prey (insects) and spits a mixture sticky silk are 

poison silk like zigzag over the prey.( Howell and Ronald ,2004; Li,et.al.2006). 
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